Men’s Captain’s Report

Season 2008/9
It has been a good year for men’s hockey. Indeed hockey was at the forefront of all HKFC sport during the summer and autumn. Visits from the New Zealand, Canadian and GB men, prior to the Olympics, and the Senior Masters tournament drew the crowds and entertained us with some top class sport. This translated into a motivated start to the domestic leagues.
League results
	Position
	Team
	P
	W
	D
	L
	GF
	GA
	GD
	PD
	Pts

	1
	HKFC B
	20
	18
	0
	2
	83
	28
	55
	 
	54

	2
	HKFC A
	18
	13
	3
	2
	84
	29
	55
	 
	42

	3
	HKFC H
	24
	12
	8
	4
	66
	22
	44
	 
	44

	4
	HKFC E
	20
	10
	3
	7
	39
	31
	8
	 
	33

	4
	HKFC D
	20
	9
	5
	6
	44
	34
	10
	 
	32

	7
	HKFC F
	20
	5
	8
	7
	28
	39
	-11
	 
	23

	8
	HKFC C
	20
	6
	6
	8
	58
	63
	-5
	-1
	23

	10
	HKFC G
	22
	5
	5
	12
	32
	50
	-18
	 
	20


While we set each team the target of finishing in the top 3, the Club can be proud of some excellent performances. The table does not reflect the much improved season.

The A team gained some top class individuals in Jaap Buma, Mickiel Muller, Arthur Klatte and started the season playing some wonderful hockey. Up front Jaap, Arthur and Rob Todd lead the scoring and the team topped the “goals for” table. Sadly we lost Mickiel at the half way stage, and while Rob Wilkinson stepped into the breach well, the former’s dominance of the D was missed. Another sad loss was the departure of Pietro Attala, who returned to the UK after having been the driving force behind the As and indoor hockey for the last 2 seasons.

The B team was the team of the season, winning Division 1 at a canter. Rik van Donk lead a revitalised side and was top scorer. The Cs will be disappointed with 8th. However Tom’s team showed that they can play with the best, narrowly losing to the Bs twice and the 6-5 loss was one of the best games of the season. They also notched up the best Holland Cup run, losing to the eventual winners, Shaheen.

The Ds showed a stronger will to win and finished fourth with the Valley recruit Conor O’Donovan netting 20. The Es and Fs continued their rivalry and in the big derbies the honours finished even – each winning one 2-1. Steve Bruce was the Es goal machine and Clive Miners, who else, topped the charts with 17 for the Fs. Another sad farewell, this time to John Alabaster, who has lead the F troop from between the sticks and over the bar in style. 

The biggest achievement of the year was the transformation of the G team. At the Christmas they had only 3 points and were odds-on to be relegated. Hats off to the team spirit which saw them win another 17 points and stay up. Finally and by no means least, the H team hit third spot lead by Darren Morris in the first half and then by Lewis Man for the second. Following last year’s difficulties in finding enough players for these two teams, this has been an exceptional performance.
Captains 2008/9

A team Tom Moore

B team Rik van Donk

C team Tom Spicer

D team Graham Dove

E team Angus Davidson

F team John Alabaster

G team Martin Haigh

H team Darren Morris/.......

Representative honours

HKFC was represented this year at national level;
Full international: Guvinder Dillon

HK U2: Oliver Roberts

HK Veterans: Chris Grossick, Angus Emmerson, Peter Murphy, David Smyth

Player and team awards

Golden stick (most goals) – Rik van Donk

Most improved player – Oliver Roberts

Player registration and availability

I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to Nick Studholme-Wilson and Scott Jalowayski for helping to ensure that we had a full, balanced membership this year, allowing all teams to compete. A lot of hard work liaising with the HA and HKFC membership at the end of last year has meant few issues this year. 
Training and coaching
When I first started in this role, we identified structured, well managed coaching as the key to change. The arrival of Simon Chapman has proved just how much impact this has on a Club. His commitment and enthusiasm have reaped great rewards. The Club should support Simon over the coming season to increase the pace of change.
Chris Grossick, Men’s Captain
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